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Based on a robust and rigorous empirical research with 209 individuals living in poverty situations and 30 middle-class individuals from the Metropolitan Region of São Paulo, the book is organized into seven chapters structured in the following way. The first chapter revisits a generous amount of literature devoted to the topics of poverty, segregation and social networks and seeks to build an analytical perspective that aims to show the central argument of the book in conceptual terms, namely, the importance of sociability relations to explain the (re)production of poverty. The second chapter has a more descriptive character as it presents the urban structure of the Metropolitan Region of São Paulo and the locations and methodological procedures of the research. The third chapter characterizes the networks of poor individuals and their relation with various attributes, revealing their heterogeneity, and an analysis of the existing similarities but especially the differences in comparison to the social networks of middle-class individuals. The fourth chapter furthers the understanding of heterogeneity concerning the sociability of poor individuals by constructing two typologies (one based on network characteristics and the other on individual's sociability patterns). The fifth chapter discusses the role that networks and sociability play on the social situation of individuals, focusing on how networks mediate the access of individuals to various markets (goods, services, labor etc.). The sixth 
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Unraveling the Relational Mechanisms of Poverty
The emphasis on causal mechanisms as factors that explain poverty situations distinguishes Marques' analysis from both the traditional studies observing correlations between variables and attributes and the search for conditions (necessary and/or sufficient) in the (re)production of poverty. Without ignoring attributes or conditions, Marques' approach apprehends the dynamics, complexity and heterogeneity of the processes that (re) produce poverty situations as they are formed throughout life trajectories that express trends and patterns but are, at the same time, unique. Marques' book demonstrates this dynamic empirically as recurrent mechanisms are shown to exist in the relational trajectories of the studied individuals (school sociability; professional socialization; costs and efforts of creating and maintaining relationships; relational access to the labor market; association between trust and homophily; organizational insertion/transits). They do not, however, yield a homogeneous result because they depart from different initial conditions, combine themselves in particular ways and operate at different moments in individual trajectories in addition to being activated differently by individuals depending on their specificities and contingencies. The end result is an analysis which, without compromising the causal explanation which enables us to understand the processes of poverty (re)production in general, also addresses the heterogeneity, or even the singularities, that shapes this process.
In this sense, Opportunities and Deprivation in the Urban
A point that can be raised, nevertheless, refers to the way the approach of causal mechanisms is presented in Marques' book, relatively fast and superficially. On the one hand, for readers not familiar with the theme, the explanatory model of Marques may be difficult to understand to the extent that he is challenging the dominant perspectives on causality in the study of social processes. For these readers, there may be lacking a clear understanding of the profound epistemological, theoretical and methodological implications as well as the innovative approach adopted by Marques.
On the other hand, for those familiar with the debate on causal mechanisms in the last decades, I find surprising Marques' lack of positioning in a field which is characterized by profound disagreements. In particular, the absence of a more elaborate discussion explaining and supporting the author's position concerning one of the main points of that debate: the very definition of causal mechanism (Mahoney, 2003) . 
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